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Dr. Wanda E. Ward is the Acting Assistant Director for Education and Human Resources, National 
Science Foundation (NSF). Throughout her tenure at NSF, Ward has served in a number of science 
and engineering policy, planning, and program capacities in the Directorate for Education and 
Human Resources (1992-1997; 2006-present), Office of the NSF Director (1997-1999); and 
Directorate for Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences (1999-2006). From 2001-2002 she was on 
assignment at the Council on Competitiveness as Chief Advisor to the initiative, BEST (Building 
Engineering and Science Talent), where she provided leadership in the launch and development of 
this public-private partnership, established to carry out the implementation of a national diversity 
initiative called for by the Congressional Commission on the Advancement of Women and 
Minorities in Science, Engineering and Technology Development.  
 
Since joining the Foundation, Dr. Ward has also co-led or served on several NSF and interagency 
task forces, working groups, commissions and committees. These include: Co-Chair, Subcommittee 
on Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences (SBES), the President's National Science and 
Technology Council (NSTC) Committee on Science (COS , 2004-2005); NSF representative to the 
Interagency Working Group on the U.S. Science and Technology Workforce of the Future, NSTC 
COS (1997-1999); Executive Liaison to the Co Vice-Chair of the NSTC former Committee on 
Education and Training (CET) and Executive Secretary of the NSTC CET Subcommittee on 
Excellence in Science, Mathematics, and Engineering Education (1994-1996). She has forged 
international research and workforce development collaborations in both developed and developing 
nations, including in and Africa, China and Europe. Since 2007, she has served as a member of the 
International Social Science Council (ISSC) Committee for Developing and Transition Economies 
(CoDATE). 
 
Prior to joining NSF, Dr. Ward served as tenured Associate Professor of Psychology and Founding 
Director of the Center for Research on Multi-Ethnic Education at the University of Oklahoma, 
Norman. She took the B.A. in Psychology and the Afro-American Studies Certificate from 
Princeton University and the Ph.D. in Psychology from Stanford University. She was awarded the 
Ford Foundation Fellowship, the 2005 American Psychological Association Presidential Citation, 
the 2006 Presidential Rank Award for Distinguished Executive and the 2006 Richard T. Louttit 
Award. 
 


